
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I hope that you have all had a safe and peaceful festive period.  
 
As you may all be aware and in light of the announcement by the Secretary of State 
for Education yesterday with regard to changes affecting the return of students in 
secondary schools in January 2021 and the potential staggered rollout of coronavirus 
testing for secondary schools, I am writing to inform you of the following changes to 
the beginning of the Spring term. It is extremely important that you are aware of the 
changes to the dates when your children will return to school.  
 
Return of students to Saint Paul’s – 11th January 2021 
 
Year 11 
 
Year 11 students are NOT expected to attend school until Monday 11th January 2021. 
 
Year 11 students will be provided with learning via the school's remote learning 
platform from Monday 4th January 2020. 
 
Any Year 11 students sitting vocational examinations in the second week of term will 
be contacted directly regarding revision sessions and will be provided further exam 
details. 
 
Critical Workers 
 
As I stated prior to the Christmas break and in order to make provision for those 
students identified as the children of critical workers, I politely request that parents 
/carers refer to the DfE guidance link below to identify whether their occupation is 
listed. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-
maintaining-educational-provision 
 
 
If your occupation is listed please complete the survey link below by no later than 10am 
on Sunday 3rd January 2021.  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Criticalwork2021 
 
This will allow us to follow all health and safety guidelines and plan for your child’s 
return to school on the 5th January 2021. You will be notified on the 4th January 2021 
to confirm arrangements. 
 
All other students who are expected to attend school on 4th January 2021 have been 
contacted directly. 
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Students Years 7-10 
 
All remaining students in Years 7 - 10 should not attend school until Monday 18th 
January. 
 
All students in Years 7-10 will be provided with learning via the school's remote 
learning platform from Monday 11th January. 
 
We will make arrangements in order to ensure that students in receipt of free school 
meals receive their entitlement at home in the first two weeks of January 
 
ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO SCHOOL ON MONDAY 18th 
JANUARY 2021 
 
 
CORONAVIRUS TESTING 
 
As I wrote to you at the start of the holiday period since there is a lack of detail around 
the coronavirus testing guidance and significant unresolved issues that need clarity 
regarding the testing of students, I await further guidance from the Local Authority who 
have stated will share further details after consultation with Public Health, Health and 
Safety and the Trade Unions.  
 
I will write to you as soon as possible with further information. 
 
I fully understand the frustration that these further changes to the new school year may 
cause, however, we are expected to follow the guidance issued by the Local Authority 
and Department of Education. 
 
If you require any further help during the remainder of the holiday period please do not 
hesitate to contact the school’s designated e mail address covid19@st-paulshigh.net. 
 
The school office will be open as normal from Monday 4th January 2021. 
 
As I have previously stated thank you for your continued support at this difficult time.  
   
I look forward to welcoming all our students back in January. 
 
Wishing you a very happy New Year. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Alex Hren 
(Headteacher)  
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