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           Saint Paul’s Catholic High School

Journeying together with Jesus Christ, we learn to love and love to learn.

BELONG BELIEVE ACHIEVE



Dear Lord
Thank you for our school community.

Bless us all and keep us safe.

Send your Spirit to guide us,  

as we become the people you want us to be.

Be with us on our journey  

as we learn to love and love to learn.

Through Christ, Our Lord. 

Amen.



 

 

 

 
 
22 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Year 9 Virtual Parents/Options Evening Thursday 4th March 2021 
 
At the end of Year 9 students will decide the subjects they will follow for GCSE/BTEC in Years 10 and 
11. At Saint Paul’s we have moved towards a two year key stage 4 in order for students to go into more 
depth with selected subjects of choice after experiencing a broad and well balanced curriculum at key 
stage 3.  
 
In Years 10 and 11 all students will follow GCSE courses in English, Mathematics, Combined Science 
and Religious Education. Students will also follow NEA (Non-Examined Assessment) courses of 
Physical Education and PHSE. 
 
We hope that this booklet is useful to you. It provides syllabus details for each subject and it’s designed 
to give you an idea of what each subject is about, how it is assessed, and how it may provide 
progression to further study. 
 
The list of courses available is provisional. Final course details will inevitably be subject to staff 
availability and sufficient numbers of students opting for a particular course. Where a course is 
oversubscribed the school reserves the right to restrict numbers, but naturally, everything possible will 
be done to enable students to follow the subjects of their first choice. 
 
If you wish to discuss any aspect of the curriculum. Please contact The Progress Leader Mr Harris or 
Myself. If you wish to discuss subject specific issues please contact the relevant Head of Department. 
  
Options Evening Section:- 
 
There will be a video presentation uploaded on the school website talking you through the process 
which will be available from Thursday 4th March 2021. 
 
Option forms will be electronic and these will be emailed out to student email accounts on the evening 
along with the booklet for Options Evening. 
 
We have designed a 30-minute break into the evening between 5.00pm and 5.30pm for you to go and 
access these materials to support the process. Mr Harris is also available on the evening for booked 
appointment slots to support with this process. 
 
The timeline for Year 9 options: 
1st March - Year 9 Options Assembly 
4th March - Year 9 Parents/Options Evening 
11th March - Year 9 Option choice Deadline via electronic forms within the student emails. 
29th March to 1st April - Options choices student interviews. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr M Whiteside 
Deputy Headteacher 
 



This is an important time for you.  You will be able to make choices about the courses that you will follow for the next 
three years.

You need to think about:

•Your strengths, your ideas about what you want to study post-16 and possible career options/pathways.

By the time you have received this booklet you will have had the following:

•  Virtual assemblies explaining the option process.

• A series of presentations from Heads of Department about the courses they are offering next year.

Anyone requiring careers advice can visit Mrs Rudd, our Careers Advisor and she will be able to arrange appointments 
with Mrs Walton our independent careers advisor.

Talk to your teachers about the courses you are interested in - Find out:

•Are they GCSE or equivalent courses?

•What post 16 courses could they lead onto?

•Which topics will be studied during the course?

•How much of the course is assessed through practical activities / controlled and non-examined  
   assessments / written examinations?

Welcome to your options Booklet 2021

BELONG BELIEVE ACHIEVE



What learning style enables you to do your best?

There are many different preferred styles of learning. Some students learn best through vocational experiences where 
they can see how their learning applies directly to the world of work.

• Kinaesthetic learners have a preference for learning through some sort of physical activity, such as carrying out  
  practical work.

•Auditory learners find it easiest to learn through listening and speaking, for example, oral activities in French  
  and Spanish.

• Visual learners have a preference for learning through studying pictures, images and diagrams, such as map work  
   in Geography.

All courses are designed to have a variety of activities that appeal to students with different learning preferences, although 
some courses may be particularly well suited to certain types of learner. Therefore, students should aim to choose a 
combination of subjects that contain at least one or two courses that match their preferred learning style.

Do not let yourself be influenced by:

•The subjects that your friends are taking. These are your options, not theirs.

• The teachers, teaching the course. While we do our best to provide continuity for our students, changes can occur over  
   the two years. You need to be sure that you choose courses that you are interested in.

Once the subject’s choices are received, they are sorted and checked. In some circumstances, a few students may be 
disappointed in not obtaining all of their first choice of subjects.

The reasons for this could be:

• Students have made choices that cannot be fitted into a timetable structure.

•The number of students choosing a subject is too small to run the course.

Students and parents will be notified any of subsequent changes made. It is our aim to keep these amendments to an 
absolute minimum. Each student needs to ensure they take advantage of all the information, advice and guidance  
on offer.



A commitment to study is essential to success.  
This means hard work in school and at home. Students can expect an increased homework load during Key Stage Four.  
All courses have substantial elements of preparation work to be done at home too. Employers and institutions of further 
and higher education will be impressed by strong grades. They are keen to recruit people who have demonstrated the 
ability to work hard, who are reliable and trustworthy and who can contribute to the society in which they live and work.
We at Saint Paul’s therefore regard it as important that students continue to participate in extracurricular activities 
(although it may be necessary to curtail these at times approaching examinations).

Good attendance at school is also vital to this success. It is also something that 
employers ask about in a reference.

Where can I get Information about Options?

In order to make sound choices, students must be well informed.

INFORMATION can be obtained from a variety of sources:

1. The best information comes from the subject staff in the option choices!

2. Subject staff are happy to tell students as much as they need to know about GCSE/BTEC courses in their departments. 
Heads of Department and Teachers will be able to advise at the Parents Evening.

3. Employers and employees will often willingly discuss subject choices with young people.

4. Progress Tutors and the Progress Leader are always willing to discuss plans and any problems an individual may be 
experiencing. Progress leader Year 9 is Mr Harris.

Will I be able to change options during Year 10 if I do not like the subject?

This is why it is important you think carefully before making any final choices.  
The availability of courses depends on the number of students selecting particular 
subjects, which takes careful planning to meet everybody’s requirements.

commitment to study!



During Key Stage 3 at Saint Paul’s Catholic High School, students study a broad and balanced curriculum.  At Key Stage 4,  
to allow more time for subjects to be studied in depth, an element of choice is introduced.
This booklet contains details of courses available in Key Stage 4. It is designed to help students and parents understand 
the implications of option choices and to assist students , in particular, to make wise choices based on their own individual 
strengths, interests and ambitions for the future.
All students in Key Stage 4 will study the core subjects of English Language and English Literature, Mathematics, Combined 
Science and Religious Education. Students will then be asked to choose further subject(s) depending on their pathway.
This year, students will be placed in one of two pathways. The GREEN pathway which includes the English Baccalaureate 
(EBacc) subjects and the BLUE pathway which includes a broad range of qualifications which have been carefully selected 
to meet the individual needs of our students.
All option choices will be reviewed. Students will be interviewed regarding their choices and their progress data will be 
taken into account so that they can be sure that they are making the right choice for them.
All Students on Key Stage 4 will study the core subjects of Eng Language and English Literature, Maths, 
Combined Science, RE, plus non-examined subjects of Core Physical Education and PHSE.
Please know that we will do all we can at school to support you and your child through this exciting time and if you have 
any questions you only have to ask.
Working together, we will ensure that your child realises their full potential and can go on to achieve great things in their 
further education and beyond.

key stage 4 option process

suBjects:
CORE:
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Science Combined
Religious Education
Non-examined Core:
Core Physical Education
PSHE
OPTIONS:
Art 
Business Studies
Child Development
Computer Science
Creative iMedia
Dance
Design & Technology
Drama
Economics
Food & Nutrition
French
Geography
Health and Social Care
History
Italian
Music
Physical Education
Separate Science
Spanish
Sports Studies

• Monday 1st March 2021 - Year 9 Options Assembly

• Thursday 4th March - Year 9 Parents’/Options Evening

• Thursday 11th March - Year 9 Option Choice Deadline via Electronic 
Forms within the Student Emails

• Monday 29th March to Thursday 1st April 2021 -  
Option Choices - Student Interviews

year 9 options: timeline



suBject:

course description

gcseenglish language
Head of Department: Mrs Evans Exam Board: AQA

The new GCSE English course is designed to inspire and motivate students. It equips students with essential reading, writing and 
communication skills that are required in the work place and in Further Education. Students are taught how to be perceptive 
and critical judges of writers’ choice of language in fiction and non- fiction including the relatively new emerging language of 
social media. The new course is a linear qualification that   commences in Year 9 and is examined at the end of Year 11. There is a 
significant shift away from Controlled Assessment. In order to achieve the award, students must complete both English exams in 
June in a single year.  Students will also complete a Spoken Language course that is not formally examined. The class teacher will 
assess this component and students will receive a separate certificate to endorse the standard.

Assessment
Paper 1:  Explorations in creative Reading and Writing:  1 hour 45 minutes
50% of GCSE

Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints:   1 hour 45 minutes
50% of GCSE 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:  GCE A Level English, English Literature, combined English and Literature and Media Studies.

English and Literature can be studied with a variety of other subjects at university including: History, Politics, Law, and Philosophy. 

Careers where this course may be useful are: Journalism, Law, Business, Retail, Marketing, Teaching, and Social Work. It is considered 
as a generic qualification that is highly regarded for many other career paths.

Subject Teachers
Mrs Evans (Head of Department)
Ms Fannon (Second in Department)
Mr Sharrock
Mr Oakley
Mr Harrington (Assistant Headteacher) 
Ms Hitchin
Mr Mallon
Mrs Cooper (Assistant Headteacher)
Mrs Melling
Mr Stretch

* All qualifications are subject to change following publication of Key Stage 4 National Curriculum



suBject:

course description

gcseenglish literature
Head of Department: Mrs Evans Exam Board: AQA

The new GCSE English Literature course is designed to encourage students to develop knowledge and critical thinking skills. 
Through literature, students have a chance to develop culturally and acquire knowledge of the best that has been thought and 
written. Studying GCSE English Literature should also encourage students to read widely for pleasure and acquire wide vocabulary.

A greater emphasis has been placed on the study of Shakespeare, the 19th-Century novel and British Literature in this newly 
revised course.

The course is a linear qualification that commences in Year 9 and is examined at the end of Year 11. 

Assessment
Paper 1:  Shakespeare and the 19th-Century novel  1 hour 45 minutes
40% of GCSE

Paper 2:  Modern Texts and Poetry  2 hours 15 minutes
60% of GCSE 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:  GCE A Level English, English Literature, combined English and Literature and Media Studies

English Literature can be studied with a variety of other subjects at University including: History, Politics, Law, and Philosophy. 

Careers where this course may be useful are: Journalism, Law, Business, Retail, Marketing, Teaching, and Social Work. It is considered 
as a generic qualification that is highly regarded for many other career paths.

Subject Teachers
Mrs Evans (Head of Department)
Ms Fannon (Second in Department)
Mr Sharrock
Mr Oakley
Mr Harrington (Assistant Headteacher) 
Ms Hitchin
Mr Mallon
Mrs Cooper (Assistant Headteacher)
Mrs Melling
Mr Stretch

* All qualifications are subject to change following publication of Key Stage 4 National Curriculum



suBject:

course description

gcsemathematics
Head of Department: Mr Seddon Exam Board: Edexcel

The Mathematics GCSE should enable students to:

1. Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of Mathematical methods and concepts.
2. Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems.
3. Reason mathematically, make deductions, inferences and draw conclusions.
4. Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and context. 

Assessment
Exam Board: AQA
The subject content of this specification is common to all awarding bodies and is con-
sistent with the statutory Programme of study for mathematics in Key Stage 4  
for England.
As all content can be assessed on any examination paper within this specification, some 
questions will draw together elements of content from different topic areas.
Paper 1: Written paper (Non-Calculator)
1 hour and 30 minutes, 80 marks, non-calculator, 33.3% of the assessment 
Paper 2:Written paper (Calculator)
 1 hour and 30 minutes, 80 marks, calculator allowed, 33.3% of the assessment 
Paper 3: Written paper (Calculator)
1 hour and 30 minutes, 80 marks, calculator allowed, 33.3% of the assessment 
Foundation Tier    grades 1 – 5 
Higher Tier      grades 4 – 9 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
College: GCE A Level Mathematics     GCE A Level Further Mathematics   GCE A Level Statistics

University:  
A degree in Mathematics does not train you for a specific job.  It is a versatile qualification that gives you a range of skills, which 
can enable you to enter a wide range of careers.  Careers for which a degree in Mathematics is either essential or a strong 
advantage could be grouped as: scientific research, engineering, design and development, finance, management services, computer 
games design, cryptanalyst, statistical work and teaching.

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

Subject Teachers
Mr Seddon (Head of Mathematics)
Mr Hedge (2nd in Mathematics)
Mrs Cropper (Assistant Headteacher)
Mr Barnes
Mr Pyatt (Progress Leader Year 8)
Mr Fannon (Assistant Headteacher)
Mrs Connor
Mrs Smith
Mr Jones
 

Subject Teachers
Mr Seddon (Head of Mathematics)
Mr Hedge (2nd in Mathematics)
Mrs Cropper (Assistant Headteacher)
Mr Barnes (Assistant Headteacher)
Mr Pyatt (Progress Leader Year 11)
Mr Fannon (Progress Leader Year 10)
Mrs Connor
Mr Pacer 
Mr Wong



suBject:

course description

gcsecomBined science
Head of Department: Mr McMahon Exam Board: AQA

GCSE Combined Science emphasises scientific literacy - the knowledge and understanding of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

which candidates need to engage, as informed citizens, with science based issues. This course uses contemporary, relevant contexts 

of interest to candidates, which can be approached through a range of teaching and learning activities.

Assessment
There are 6 exam papers which will result in 2 GCSE’s (GCSE Combined Science):
• 2 Biology exams • 2 Chemistry exams • 2 Physics exams.
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit their exams
at the end of the course.
Grading will follow the 9-1 system and as the course is worth 2 GCSE’s each student 
will receive a double grade (e.g. 6-5).

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:   GCE A Level Biology  GCE A Level Chemistry  GCE A Level Physics

There are hundreds of science based degrees that can be studied at University including Medicine, Engineering and Computing.

The Science Sector is one of the largest and most important in the UK.  There are over 1 million workers in the UK Science  
Industry, according to the 2011 Cogent Annual Report.

Subject Teachers
Mr McMahon (Head of Science) 
Mrs Hooper (2nd in Department)
Ms Towli
Miss Watts
Mr Bowden
Mr McAuliffe
Miss Dewhurst (Lead Practitioner)
Mrs Delaney

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

gcsereligious education
Head of Department: Mrs Stewart Exam Board: Eduqas

Assessment
Foundational Catholic Theology - 100% Examination
June of  Year 11 – 37.5% of final mark

Applied Catholic Theology - 100% Examination
June of  Year 11 – 37.5% of final mark

Judaism - 100% Examination
June of  Year 11 – 25% of final mark

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:     GCE A Level Philosophy and Ethics     GCE A Level Sociology     GCE A Level Theology  

Religious Education can be studied with a variety of other subjects at University.  

Careers where this course may be useful are youth and community work, counselling, law, journalism, local government, the charity 
sector, librarian, minister of religion, social work and teaching. 

Subject Teachers
Mrs Stewart (Head of Department)
Mr Wilson
Ms Kennedy
Mr Harris (Progress Leader Year 9)
Mr Kilburn (School Chaplain)

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

Foundational Catholic Theology students study two themes, Origins and Meaning and Good and Evil.

Applied Catholic Theology students study a further two themes, Life and Death and Sin and Forgiveness.

In the Judaism module students study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Judaism.

There is no coursework element to the Religious Education GCSE.

Students develop knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism.  
They also develop the ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured written arguments, demonstrating their 
depth and breadth of understanding of the subject. Religious Education also challenges students to reflect on and develop their own 
values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and contributes to their preparation for adult life in a pluralistic society 
and global community.



suBject:

course description

gcseart
Head of Department: Miss Coyle Exam Board: AQA

GCSE Art & Design (Unendorsed) General description / Suitability: Unendorsed means a general art course covering a variety 
of different art experiences. Students must produce course work in at least 2 –3 different areas of art. Usually these are Drawing, 
Painting and other 2D work, Graphic Design, and Sculpture/ 3D work. 
This non-specialised course will suit students of all abilities. Course Structure:  
Students will produce course work throughout  Y9 - Y 11.  
The minimum amount of work is 2 assignments and the maximum is 4 assignments.  A vital part of the course is the work students 
do in their preparatory work to support the finished art work. These have to be well presented and well kept.  
Students will also be expected to study a wide range of art works by different artists and makers from different times, places and 
cultures. This research is very important as it will influence the practical work. 

Assessment 
Unit 1 Portfolio of work 96 marks
Controlled Assessment – set and marked by centre and moderated by AQA. 
Candidate portfolio selected from work undertaken during course of study and must 
include more than one project. 
Coursework 60% of final mark   
Unit 2  Externally set task 96 marks
Question papers issued from 1 January. Marked by centre and moderated by AQA.
Unlimited  preparation time. 10 hours of sustained focused study.
Candidates respond to their chosen starting point.  Easter Exam 40% of final mark

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:     GCE,     Diploma,     Foundation Certificate in a wide range of disciplines.

Art can be studied with a wide variety of other subjects at University.  

Art GCSE allows students to access  a multitude of careers opportunities ranging from Artist to Teacher of Art, Set Designer,  
Fashion Designer and so on.

Subject Teachers
Miss Coyle (Head of Art)

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

Business studies
Head of Department: Mr Steed

course description

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Learners may progress onto OCR’s Level 3 Certificate in Preparing for a Business Venture, OCR’s Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in 
Business, Introductory Certificates in Marketing, BTEC Level 3 Business Studies or A Levels in related subjects.

Careers related to Business Studies: 
Business Studies gives career opportunities along a wide range of career paths including accountancy, advertising, banking, investment 
and financial services, general management, HR/personnel, management consultancy, public relations and retail management.

Assessment
All learners will study three mandatory topics as follows:

Enterprise and marketing concepts - Exam
 
Design a business proposal - Centre assessed task, OCR moderated
 
Market and pitch a business proposal - Centre assessed task, OCR moderated

Subject Teachers
Mr Steed

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

Cambridge
National in Enterprise  
& Marketing
Exam Board: OCR

This qualification is for learners who wish to develop applied knowledge and 

practical skills in enterprise and marketing. It is designed with both practical and 

theoretical elements, which will prepare students for further study of qualifications 

in enterprise, marketing or business. For example, learners may progress onto 

OCR’s Level 3 Certificate in Preparing for a Business Venture, OCR’s Level 3 

Cambridge Technicals in Business, Introductory Certificates in Marketing or A Levels 

in related subjects.



suBject:

child development level 1 & 2
Head of Department: Mrs Walters

OCR Level 1/2
Cambridge
National Certificate
Exam Board: OCR

course description
Unit 1 - Health and Wellbeing
This unit is studying and understanding roles and responsibilities that come with parenthood, from pregnancy to birth.  
You will also study postnatal care and how to create the correct conditions for the baby to develop and thrive, which will lead to 
learning how to keep a baby safe and well. You will learn about childhood illnesses and how to prevent harm, accidents and injuries.

Unit 2
Students will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and young children and an understanding of the factors to be 
considered when choosing appropriate equipment to meet all of these needs. They will also gain knowledge of nutrition and 
hygiene practices and will be given the opportunity to evaluate dietary choices. Evaluation skills are transferable skills which would 
be of use in further studies in most areas. 

Unit 3 - Development of a child from birth to 5 years
Students will gain knowledge of, and skills in, developing activities to observe development norms in children up to the age of five. 
This unit will include researching, planning, carrying out activities with children and observing and reviewing these activities, as well 
as an understanding of the development norms and the benefits of play in child development. These transferable skills will support 
further studies in many other subjects.

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:  GCE Health and social care.
CACHE Level 3 Diploma for Children’s Care, Learning and Development
BTEC Nationals: Children’s Play, Learning and Development
Careers where this course may be useful are youth and community work, the charity sector, social work, midwifery, nursing,  
social care sector and teaching. 

Assessment
This qualification is 120 Guided Learning Hours, and is equivalent to a GCSE in both 
size and in rigour. 
It consists of three units: one examined and two internally assessed and externally 
moderated, comprising 50% for the exam and 25% for the other two units.
Like all Cambridge Nationals, there are two exam sessions a year, with opportunities 
for resits and the best mark counts.

Subject Teachers
Mrs Walters (Head of Department)

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

gcse computer science
Head of Department: Mr Steed

course description

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Software Developer
Applications Programmer
Systems Programmer

Multimedia Programmer
Systems Analyst Computer Sales Support Database 
Administrator IT Technical Support Officer

Assessment
Component 1

Computer systems (01)

1 hour 30 mins exam

50 %

Assessment
Component 2

Computational thinking, algorithms and 
programming (02)

1 hour 30 mins exam

50 %

Subject Teachers
Mr Steed
Mr Birkett

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

Cambridge
National Certificate
Exam Board: OCR

Thinking of a career as a game’s developer? Or maybe somebody who designs 
websites? Or apps? Then Computer Science is the course for you.

The qualification will build on the knowledge, understanding and skills established 
through the Computer Science elements of the Key Stage 3 programme of study. 
It will allow you to understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts 
of Computer Science,

including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation.

It will allow you to analyse problems in computational terms through practical 
experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging 
programs. As well as understand the components that make up digital systems, and 
how they communicate with one another and with other systems.



suBject:

creative imedia
Head of Department: Mr Steed

course description

Higher Education Courses/Careers
CambridgeTechnical ITMedia (Levels 2 & 3)
GCE Media Studies ICT (Level 3)
Apprenticeship Framework (Levels 2 & 3)

Assessment
Units

R081: Pre-production skills - Written paper 1 hour 15 minutes

R082: Creating digital graphics - Centre assessed task, OCR moderated

R089: Creating a digital video sequence - Centre assessed task, OCR moderated

R085: Creating a multipage website - Centre assessed task, OCR moderated

Subject Teachers
Mr Steed
Mr Birkett

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

Cambridge
National Certificate
Exam Board: OCR

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia are media sector-focused, including film, 

television, web development, gaming and animation, and have IT at their heart.  

It provides knowledge in a number of key areas in this field from pre-production 

skills to digital animation and have a motivating, hands-on approach to both 

teaching and learning. 

Cambridge Nationals deliver skills across the whole range of learning styles and 

abilities, effectively engaging and inspiring all students to achieve great things.



suBject:

course description

rsl aWardsdance
Head of Department: Miss Jordan Level 2

RSL Creative and Performing Arts is designed to provide a vocationally relevant education. Throughout the course you will develop 

the skills needed for a professional performer and designer within the performing arts industry. You will study different styles 

of dance, practitioners and professions works. You will take part in a variety of practical workshops that focus on choreography, 

responding to stimulus, performance and working as part of an ensemble. Alongside the practical workshops you will be expected 

to keep a portfolio of your work. 

Assessment 
 "Ensemble Dance" (internally assessed) (working collaboratively to 
choreograph, rehearse and perform group dances in a variety of different 
dance styles) and "Live Performance" (externally assessed) (planning and 
delivering a live show, including choreography, performance, costume and 
lighting).-

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth form- A Level Dance, Btec Dance, Btec Peforming Arts 

Subject Teachers
Miss Jordan - Dance

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

design & technology
Head of Department: Mrs Walters

gcse
Exam Board: AQA

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

course description
Design and Technology (D&T) is the inspiring, rigorous and practical subject which prepares all young people to live and work in 
the designed and made world.
Design and Technology is about providing opportunities for students to develop their design and making skills with knowledge and 
understanding in order to create quality products.

The GCSE specifications in design and technology should enable students to understand and apply design processes through which 
they explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes. They should enable students to use creativity and imagination to design and 
make prototypes (together with evidence of modelling to develop and product concept and function) that solve real and relevant 
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. GCSE specifications should also provide opportunities for 
students to apply knowledge from other disciplines, including mathematics, science, art and design, computing and the humanities. 

The knowledge, understanding and skills that all students must develop have been separated into: 
• Technical principles 
• Designing and making principles 
Specifications must require students to produce at least one final made prototype based on a design brief they develop in response 
to a contextual challenge set by Awarding Organisations. When completing their project students will apply designing and making 
principles and their knowledge and understanding of technical principles. 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
A-Level in various design subjects
BTec Diploma in Engineering, Product Design or Construction .
Design & Technology can be studied at University in many forms. 
Careers where this course may be useful are wide and cover all areas of design, engineering and construction.

Assessment
Unit 1 External Examination
The exam is in two sections and will test knowledge of materials and processes
June of Year 11 – 50% of final mark
Unit 2 Internal ‘controlled assessment’
Designing and making practice
From the end of Year 10 – 50% of final mark

Subject Teachers
Ms Kinsley
Mr Oliver



suBject:

course description

drama
Head of Department: Ms Slater

RSL Creative and Performing Arts is designed to provide a vocationally relevant education. Throughout the course you will develop 
the skills needed for a professional performer and designer within the performing arts industry. You will study different play texts, 
genres and styles of acting. You will take part in a variety of practical workshops that focus on acting skills, design skills and different 
theatre practitioner’s whist exploring how to devise a piece of theatre or respond to a script. Alongside the practical workshops 
you will be expected to keep a portfolio of your work. 

In the first year of the course you will undertake a choice of internal units focusing on play scripts or mask and puppetry. You 
will develop skills in research, design, rehearsal, performance and evaluation. In the second year of the course you will do a core 
external unit where a performance brief will be set by the exam board. You will form a theatre company where you’ll plan, devise 
and rehearse a performance ready for a live audience. You will then evaluate your final production. 
50% of the course is internally assessed and externally moderated embedding coursework and practical work. 50% of the course is 
externally assessed.

Assessment
Choice of Internal Units (50%)  
Unit 212: Performing Texts 
Unit 229: Masks & Puppetry 
Core External Unit (50%) 
201E: Live Performance 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:   A Level Theatre Studies A Level Drama

Drama can be studied with a variety of other subjects at many Universities. 

Careers where this course may be useful: Performing, Acting, Musical Theatre, Youth Theatre, Teaching,  
Careers in all areas of the Performing Arts industry.

Subject Teachers
Ms Slater  
(Head of Expressive and Performing Arts)

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

rsl aWards
Level 2 Creative and  
Performing Arts 



suBject:

gcse economics
Head of Department: Mr Steed

course description

Higher Education Courses/Careers
A GCSE in Economics is a highly respected academic qualification.
There are lot’s of highly paid, prestigious careers related to Economics including;
Economist
Financial risk analyst.
Data analyst.
Financial planner.
Accountant. Economic researcher. Financial consultant.
Investment analyst

Assessment
Learners are required to complete and achieve all the components included in the qualification.
Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Enterprise
1 Introduction to Economics
1 hour 30 minutes written paper
50% of the GCSE
2 National and International Economics
1 hour 30 minutes written paper
50% of the GCSE

Subject Teachers
Mr Steed
Mr Birkett

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

Cambridge
National Certificate
Exam Board: OCR

OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Economics equips learners with the skills and confidence 
to explore how consumers, producers and governments interact in markets 
nationally and internationally.

It provides a well-rounded introduction to this subject and an excellent foundation 
for advanced study in Economics. By learning how to explain and evaluate 
economic problems and possible solutions, learners will acquire a way of thinking 
as economists and develop a logical approach to thinking and reasoning.

Learners will benefit from these transferrable skills in their further study and 
employment as well as a highly respected qualification.



suBject:

gcseFood & nUTRITION
Head of Department: Mrs Walters Exam Board: Eduqas

Part of WJEC

course description
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition will equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills 
required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 
Following this qualification will encourage learners to cook and enable them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition. 
This will enable them to be able to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and in later life. 
The layout of the content promotes flexibility within delivery:
1. Food, commodities  2. Principles of nutrition
3. Diet and good health  4. The science of food
5. Where food comes from  6.  Cooking and food preparation

Assessment 
Component 1: Principles of food preparation and nutrition
Written examination paper:  50%

Component 2: Food preparation and nutrition in action
Non-examination assessment (NEA): 50%

ALL NEA’s to be completed in Year 11. 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
This specification builds on subject content which is typically taught at Key Stage 3 and provides a suitable foundation for the study 
of WJEC Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition, and other food-related courses at either AS or A Level. In addition, this specification 
provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for learners who do not progress to further study in this subject. 

Subject Teachers
Mrs Mawn (Progress Leader Year 10)

* All qualifications are subject to change following publication of Key Stage 4 National Curriculum



suBject:

course description

gcseFrench
Head of Department: Ms McCarron Exam Board: AQA

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

GCSE French helps students develop their language skills in a variety of contexts and a broad understanding of the culture of 
countries and communities where French is spoken. It encourages enjoyment of language learning and the recognition that 
language skills enable students to take their place in a multi-lingual global society. 
This four-unit specification requires students to develop their ability to write and speak in French and to understand French when 
it is written down or spoken. This course is assessed via four equally weighted exams at the end of Year 11. It is particularly suitable 
for students who wish to study at a higher level.
This qualification counts towards the English Baccalaureate.

Assessment 
Externally set Exams at the end of Year 11

Listening  25%
Reading  25%
Speaking  25%
Writing  25%

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:   GCE A Level French  

French can be studied alone or with a variety of other subjects at University.  

Careers where this course may be useful are journalism, law, website designer, fashion, service industries, tourism and teaching. 

Subject Teachers
Ms McCarron (Head of Department) 
Mr Merrill (Second in Department)



suBject:

course description

gcsegeography
Head of Department: Miss Allsopp Exam Board: Edexcel A

GCSE Geography is an exciting subject which looks at a wide range of contemporary global issues. 
The course is split into three components. 
Paper 1 – The Physical Environment. This includes topics such as rivers, coasts, climate change, weather hazards and ecosystems. 
Paper 2 – The Human Environment. This includes topics such as cities and urban development, global development issues including 
poverty resolution and resource management, including water and energy supplies. 
Paper 3 – Geographical skills. This paper includes work on fieldtrips and geographical skills. 
Fieldwork is a compulsory part of GCSE Geography and all pupils choosing to study this course must be willing to attend and 
participate in fieldwork. This will include;
- An urban study within the Manchester area
- A rural study to either a river environment or a coastal environment

Assessment 
Paper 1: The Physical Environment
June of Year 11 – 37.5% of final mark
Paper 2: The Human Environment
June of Year 11 – 37.5% of final mark
Paper 3: Geographical Investigations
June of Year 11 – 25% of final mark

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:  GCE A Level Geography  GCE A Level Geology  GCE A Level Environmental Studies

Geography can be studied as a Science (BSc) or an Arts subject (BA) at university depending on whether you are more interested 
in Physical or Human Geography at that point.  It can also be studied as a joint degree with a variety of other subjects.  

Careers where this course may be useful are Environmental Management, Disaster mitigation, Town planning, Architecture, 
Engineering, Distribution and Logistics, Nature Conservation and Public housing. 

Subject Teachers
Miss Allsopp
Mrs Chisnall

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

Btechealth & social care
Head of Department: Mrs Walters First Certificate in  

Health & Social Care

The aims of the qualification in Health and Social Care are to inspire and enthuse learners to consider a career in the Health 

and Social Care sector and give learners the opportunity to gain broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop skills in, the 

Health and Social Care sector. This completed through both mandatory units such as ‘Human Lifespan Development’ that provide 

fundamental knowledge but also specialist units that allow a broader understanding such as ‘Creative and Therapeutic activities.’

Assessment 
This qualification is taught over 240 guided learning hours (GLH). It has mandatory and optional specialist units. 
Learners must complete the four mandatory units, and a choice of optional specialist units to reach a total 
of 240 GLH.

Mandatory Units

1. Human Lifespan Development

2. Health and Social Care Values

3. Effective Communication in Health and Social Care

4. Healthy Living

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Level 3 Health & Social Care

Subject Teachers
Mrs Rudd

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

gcsehistory
Head of Department: Mr Welsby Exam Board: AQA

Students will study the development of Germany during a turbulent half century of change. It was a period of democracy and dictatorship 
– the development and collapse of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. Students will also study a wider world depth study which 
focuses on the causes of the Second World War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve 
the issues which caused it. Students who choose to study history now have an opportunity to learn about a contrasting period in time 
in “Shaping the Nation”, this helps students to gain an understanding of the development of the relationship between the citizen and the 
state in Britain. It considers the causes and consequences of protest. Finally the students will focus on major events during the last 35 
years of Elizabeth I reign, including economic, religious, political, social and cultural opinions, and historical controversies. 

- Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship
- Conflict and Tension 1918-1939
- Britain: Power and the People
- Elizabethan England c1568-1603

Assessment
TWO FINAL EXAM PAPERS
Paper one: Understanding the modern world. 50% of the total GCSE
2 hours, written paper. 84 marks 
Paper Two: Shaping the nation. 50% of the total GCSE
2 hours, written paper. 84 marks

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:  GCE A Level History 

History can be studied with a variety of other subjects at university.  

History is an excellent choice for many careers.  The skills of research and investigation are highly regarded by employers in 
such fields as Law, the armed forces, Archaeology, Banking, Sales and Marketing, Politics, Journalism, Personnel, Commerce, 
Administration, Civil Service, Teaching, Television and Radio, Nursing and Medicine. 

Subject Teachers
Mr Welsby (Head of History)
Miss Davies
Ms Lewis

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

gcseitalian
Head of Department: Ms McCarron Exam Board: AQA

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

GCSE Italian helps students develop their language skills in a variety of contexts and a broad understanding of the culture of 
countries and communities where Italian is spoken. It encourages enjoyment of language learning and the recognition that language 
skills enable students to take their place in a multi-lingual global society. 
This four-unit specification requires students to develop their ability to write and speak in Italian and to understand Italian when it 
is written down or spoken. This course is assessed via four equally weighted exams at the end of Year 11. It is particularly suitable 
for students who wish to study at a higher level.
This qualification counts towards the English Baccalaureate.

Assessment 
Externally set Exams at the end of Year 11

Listening  25%
Reading  25%
Speaking  25%
Writing  25%

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:   GCE A Level Italian  

Italian can be studied alone or with a variety of other subjects at University.  

Careers where this course may be useful are journalism, law, website designer, fashion, service industries, tourism and teaching. 

Subject Teachers
Miss Cunliffe
Miss Fragagnano 
Anna-Maria Sheikh (Native speaking FLA)



suBject:

course description

music
Head of Department: Ms Slater

rsl aWards
Level 2 Performance and Technology  
for Music Practitioners 

RSL Music Practitioners is designed to provide a vocationally relevant education. Throughout the course you will develop the skills 
needed for a professional musician and/or music producer within the performing arts industry. You will have the opportunity to 
study instrumental skills, the use of music technology and different music production software whilst exploring different musical 
styles and genres. You will be expected to create a portfolio of work alongside practical workshops.

In the first year of the course you will undertake one core unit where you will research different musical genres and styles. You 
will then have a choice of study to further develop your own instrumental skills or learn how to use different music technology 
software (DAW) to create, edit and record music.  In the second year of the course you will do a core external unit where a brief 
will be set by the exam board. As a musician, you will be asked to plan, rehearse and perform a musical performance. As a music 
producer, you will be asked to plan, create and record and piece of music using music technology software. You will then evaluate 
your final product or performance. 

Assessment 
Choice of Internal Units (40%)  
204ta Instrumental Study 
207ta Using a DAW 
Core Units   
201ta Musical Knowledge (20%) 
202ta Live Music Performance or 203ta Music Sequencing and Production (40%) 

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Level 3 RSL Extended Diploma in Music Performance, Level 3 RSL Extended Diploma in Music Business & Events, Level 3 RSL 
Extended Diploma in Music Production, Level 3 Extended Diploma in Songwriting, A Level Music, BTEC Performing Arts, BTEC 
Diploma Musical Theatre, BTEC Diploma Music Performance.

Careers - Performance: 

Performing Musician (Instrumental & Vocal), Musical Theatre Performer, Recording Artist, Session Musician, Backing Singer, 
Professional Choral/Ensemble Performer, Drummer, Guitarist, Keyboard Player, Bass Guitarist, Singer. 

Music Industry Roles: 

Music Producer, Music Promoter, Composer, Sound Engineer, Music Management, Music Entrepreneur, Music Journalist, Music 
Therapist, Publisher, Music Marketing, Media & Communication, Songwriting, Event Management.  

Teaching: 

Peripatetic Instrumental/Vocal Tutor, Voice Coach, Youth Workshops, Music Teacher, Community Musician.  

Music and Performing Arts helps with many public facing roles. The course supports key life skills including project management, 
self-motivation, organisation, and independent learning. The course is designed to prepare students with skills that are valued in 
further education and employment, such as independent working and analysis, and will support other areas of the curriculum.

Subject Teachers
Ms Housley (Music Teacher) 

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

gcsephysical education
Head of KS3: Mr Wilson. Head of KS4: Miss Jordan. Exam Board: Edexcel

The GCSE covers a broad range of practical activities and theory topics relating to the world of sport and health performance.  
It equips students not only with sports skills and knowledge but the skills to evaluate the importance and relevance of a healthy,      
active lifestyle.
Practical activities studied come from sports such as football, table tennis, trampolining, handball and off-site sports such as climbing.   
The assessment includes two written examinations (Fitness and Body Systems and Health and Performance) worth 60% of the overall grade.
The non-examined assessment has a 30% practical element and a 10% coursework element.
Students are required to:  
1. Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport to improve performance. 
2. Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance.  
3. Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques, and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/  
   or compositional ideas.  
4. Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance.  
5. Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being.   
6. Understand key sociocultural influences which can affect peoples involvement.

Assessment 
Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems. Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes.
36% of the qualification. Topic 1- Applied anatomy and physiology - Topic 2 Movement Analysis -Topic 3 Physical training - Topic 4 Use of Data.
Component 2: Health and Performance. Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 24% of the qualification.  
Topic 1- Health, fitness and well-being - Topic 2-Sport psychology Topic 3 Sociocultural influences - Topic 4 Use of Data.
Component 3: Practical Performance. Non-examined assessment: Internally marked and externally moderated: 
30% of the qualification.  105 marks, (35 marks per activity). 
One team activity, one individual activity and a free choice. Skills in Isolation - Skills in a competitive/formal situation.
Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP). Non-examined assessment: Internally marked and externally moderated: 
10% of the qualification, 20 marks. Aim and planning analysis - Carrying out and monitoring the PEP - Evaluation of the PEP.

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:     GCE A Level Physical Education     BTEC level 2/3 Sport
Physical Education can be studied with a variety of other subjects at University.  
Careers where this course may be useful are teaching, coaching, youth and 
community work, sports journalism, physiotherapy, sports scientist, sport and 
leisure managers, fitness consultants, nutrition and sports performance analysis.

Subject Teachers
Mr Wilson (Head of KS3)
Miss Jordan (Head of KS4)
Mr Whiteside (Deputy Headteacher)
Mrs Rudd
Mr Mawn (Progress Leader Year 11)

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

gcseseparate sciences Biology/chemistry/physics
Head of Department: Mr McMahon Exam Board: AQA

The 3 GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics emphasise scientific literacy - the knowledge and understanding of Science which 
candidates need to engage, as informed citizens, with science based issues. This course uses contemporary, relevant contexts of 
interest to candidates, which can be approached through a range of teaching and learning activities.  
 
The Separate Science Course will result in students gaining 3 GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

Assessment
There are 6 exam papers which will result in 3 Separate GCSE’s  
(GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics):
• 2 Biology exams • 2 Chemistry exams • 2 Physics exams. 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit their exams  
at the end of the course.
Grading will follow the 9-1 system.
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from  
distinct topic areas.

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:   GCE A Level Biology  GCE A Level Chemistry  GCE A Level Physics

There are hundreds of science based degrees that can be studied at University including Medicine, Engineering and Computing.

The Science Sector is one of the largest and most important in the UK.  There are over 1 million workers in the UK Science  
Industry, according to the 2011 Cogent Annual Report.

Subject Teachers
Mr McMahon (Head of Science) 
Mrs Hooper (2nd in Department)
Ms Towli
Miss Watts
Mr Bowden
Mr McAuliffe
Miss Dewhurst (Lead Practitioner)
Mrs Delaney

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.



suBject:

course description

gcsespanish
Head of Department: Ms McCarron Exam Board: AQA

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.

GCSE Spanish is new to the option choices this year. It will broaden their understanding of the culture of communities and 
countries where Spanish is spoken. It encourages enjoyment of language learning and the recognition that language skills enable 
students to take their place in a multi-lingual global society. 
This four-unit specification requires students to develop their ability to write and speak in Spanish and to understand Spanish when 
it is written down or spoken. This course is assessed via four equally weighted exams at the end of Year 11. It is particularly suitable 
for students who wish to study at a higher level.
This qualification counts towards the English Baccalaureate.

Assessment 
Externally set Exams at the end of Year 11

Listening  25%
Reading  25%
Speaking  25%
Writing  25%

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:   GCE A Level Spanish  

Spanish can be studied alone or with a variety of other subjects at University.  

Careers where this course may be useful are journalism, law, website designer, fashion, service industries, tourism and teaching. 

Subject Teachers
Miss Cunliffe
Miss Fragagnano



suBject:

course description

sports studies
Head of KS3: Mr Wilson. Head of KS4: Miss Jordan.

OCR
Cambridge National 
Sports Studies
Certificate

The Sports Studies qualification takes a more sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing some core sport/ physical education 

themes. Learners have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport and physical activity, skills 

development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They will learn about contemporary issues in sport such as 

funding, participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the media. Learners will develop an appreciation of the importance of 

sport locally and nationally, different ways of being involved in sport and of how this shapes the sports industry. 

Assessment 
The course is made up of four modules, consisting of one exam and three pieces of coursework;

R051- Contemporary Issues in Sport

R052- Developing Sports Skills

R053- Sports leadership

R054- Sport and the Media

Higher Education Courses/Careers
Sixth Form:     GCE A Level Physical Education     BTEC level 2/3 Sport
Physical Education can be studied with a variety of other subjects at University.  
Careers where this course may be useful are teaching, coaching, youth and 
community work, sports journalism, physiotherapy, sports scientist, sport and 
leisure managers, fitness consultants, nutrition and sports performance analysis.

Subject Teachers
Mr Wilson (Head of KS3)
Miss Jordan (Head of KS4)
Mr Whiteside (Deputy Headteacher)
Mrs Rudd
Mr Mawn (Progress Leader Year 11)
Mr Birkett

* All qualifications are subject to change following consideration of any new specifications.
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